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“For the whole law is summed up in a single commandment, ‘You shall love your      
neighbor as yourself’ ”  Galatians 5:14 

 

 

HURRICANE RECOVERY MISSION TRIP NEW BERN, NORTH CAROLINA 
OCTOBER 17-21, 2022 

In September 2018 Hurricane Florence devastated many communities in North Carolina. The subsequent 
flooding brought even more damage. Faith Works Coalition responded by sending nearly thirty volunteers 

(including volunteers from FPC-see story reprinted below) to New Bern in April 2019 to repair/restore dam-
aged homes. Unfortunately, the pandemic shut down most of the disaster relief efforts in early 2020. Bap-

tists on Mission in New Bern has again requested assistance with the repair of some of the 60 plus homes 
that have not yet been restored following this disaster.  

Faith Works Coalition will send another mission team to New Bern the week of October 17-21, 2022, to con-

tinue restoring/rebuilding damaged homes. Please consider joining the team and giving of your time and 
talent to help complete the job of rebuilding. We will stay at the Baptists on Mission facility in New Bern 
and work each day in the local area. All construction materials will be provided. If you cannot work the en-

tire week, come for part of the week. 

For further details and information, please contact Randy at 757-672-1797. 

[REPRINTED FROM May 8,2019 The Servant’s Heart] 

HURRICANE FLORENCE disaster assistance and RECOVERY 

Six men from First Presbyterian worked in New Bern, North Carolina April 29-May 3 repairing homes that 
had been damaged in the flooding caused by Hurricane Florence last fall. The men were split among three 
work crews. Work included drywall finishing, installation of flooring and construction of a handicap ramp. 
The men worked through North Carolina Baptists on Missions alongside other Tidewater volunteers affiliat-
ed with Faith Works Coalition, one of recipients of the church’s 
mission dollars. This effort saw Baptists, Presbyterians, Method-
ists, Episcopalians and Roman Catholics come together in a 
tangible display of faith to help long suffering home owners.  
While in New Bern, the men ate and slept at Crossroads Baptist 
Church.  Despite a two day hospitalization for Clay Beall unre-
lated to any construction injury, the group enjoyed a rewarding 
trip.  Thank you to Clay, Blake Norris, Dan Unger, Kevin Mer-
ritt, “Paco” Nesbit and Randy DuVall for their service to our 
neighbors in need “south of the border.”  

HISTORY OF FPC WORKING WITH FAITH WORKS COALITION 
FPC has been actively involved with Faith Works Coalition (“FWC”) since its inception in 2008. The mission 
of FWC is to eliminate sub-standard housing in Virginia Beach through home repair projects, usually con-
ducted through volunteers. Morris Ellison of FPC was an initial director. Many members of our church have 
regularly participated in local construction projects addressing warm, safe and dry housing issues. FWC also 
conducts periodic disaster relief response projects employing the skills of its volunteers in the wider world.  
 
FPC sent members to participate in the following disaster response projects with FWC: 
Rockaway, Queens, NY (Super Storm Sandy) 2013  Toms River, NJ (Super Storm Sandy) 2014  
Brooklyn, NY (Super Storm Sandy) 2015   Virginia Beach (Hurricane Matthew) 2016 
Dunbar, SC (Hurricane Matthew) 2016   New Bern, NC (Hurricane Florence) 2019  
Sponsoring organizations were: Presbyterian Disaster Assistance; All Hands and Hearts; Operation Blessing; 
Baptists on Mission  

http://www.firstpresvb.org/service-opportunities/

